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RE Official information request CDHB 10516  
 
I refer to your email dated 21 December 2020, requesting the following information under the Official 
Information Act from Canterbury DHB. Specifically: 
 
1. How many pieces of art does the DHB own? Art includes any artwork, including drawings, 

paintings, sculptures, statues, photographs, or any other types of art. 
 

The Canterbury DHB has 800 original artworks including sculptures, paintings, drawings, original prints, 
textiles and carvings. There are also numerous photo-mechanical reproductions. 

 
2. Please state what the art is – eg a painting, who the artist is, whether the art was donated or 

purchased, and the value of the artwork. If a sculpture or statue, what or who does the art 
depict? 
 

The artworks mostly depict representations of nature or family and the cultural heritage of Tangata 
Whenua.  

 
Please refer to Appendix 1, which contains a list of Art Works by Location for each of the main 
Canterbury DHB sites: Christchurch Hospital Parkside, Christchurch Hospital Oncology, Christchurch 
Women’s Hospital, Burwood Hospital and also Rangiora and Kaikoura. 

 
Please note: the Value column has been redacted pursuant to section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Official 
Information Act, i.e. “would be likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position…”. Additionally, 
many of the valuations are outdated, and the value of each of the pieces is subject to constant change 
due to artistic fashion and public opinion (also refer to response for question 4). 
 
3. If the artwork was purchased, how much did it cost to buy and when was it bought? 

 
Canterbury DHB does not purchase artwork. Artwork is generally donated to the hospital as gifts for the 
people of Canterbury needing to use our health facilities.  

 

9(2)(a)
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Our records show that artworks were first donated to Christchurch Hospital over 140 years ago by 
founding medical and nursing staff, early patients, artists, patrons of the arts visitors from abroad and 
patients’ families. Their original purpose was to generally cheer up the gloomy 19th Century Victorian 
hospital wards and, especially, to lift the spirits of children who were often separated from their parents 
for months on end. Many artworks were gifts of gratitude to staff but there were also lots of artworks 
gifted to patients from staff. The tradition of gifting art has continued to the present day. Circa 1995 the 
artworks were placed into a trust to protect their entity for future generations of Cantabrians using the 
health services.  

 
4. What is the combined total value of all of the DHB’s art? 

 
The art has an estimated value of $1.5 million, however, the individual values of the artworks are in 
constant fluctuation as styles and artists go in and out of favour. To the Canterbury DHB the real value 
of the artworks lies in their provenance, in the connection they have to staff, patients and their families, 
past and present. 

 
5. Where is the artwork housed? Eg, which hospital, building, wing, ward? 

 
The artworks are displayed in all patient areas across all Canterbury DHB sites; indoors and outdoors 
and in restricted access areas (such as the Mortuary Viewing Rooms) and high care areas (such as 
Specialist Mental Health). Most of Christchurch Hospital’s artworks are currently in storage due to the 
migration to Waipapa and construction programmes. 

 
6. Has the DHB ever donated or loaned any art and if so to who, when, for how long and why? 

 
Generally, all artworks are permanently displayed in public/patient/staff areas. On request, an artwork 
may be decommissioned and returned to a family member of the original donor. In 1986 a painting was 
given (on temporary loan) to the Robert McDougall Art Gallery and subsequently toured New Zealand 
before being returned. 

 
7. Is the art insured and if so for how much? Has any art ever been stolen and if so was it 

recovered? 
 

The artworks are insured for $2 million. We use a high-quality security hanging system to prevent 
spontaneous theft and security cameras to discourage planned theft.  

 
8. Has any of the art ever been damaged and repaired and if so when, and how was it damaged? 

 
There has been no deliberate damage to an artwork since records began. Accidental damage caused by 
moving equipment infrequently does occur but is mostly restricted to broken glass or frames. The costs 
are negligible but are undertaken when trust funds earmarked for patient comforts are available (such 
as those provided by the Christchurch Hospital Volunteers). In the aftermath of the February 2011 
Christchurch Earthquakes, a dozen artworks were discovered to have sustained framing damage and 
were repaired under our EQ Insurance Policy. A small number of artworks housed in structurally 
compromised buildings had to be abandoned following the earthquakes. 

 
9. Has the DHB ever undertaken and art audit and if so when? 

 
There is an ongoing auditing process of the artworks. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

10. What is the benefit to patients of the artwork? 
 

“Fine art is good medicine”. Hospitals around the world for decades have viewed art as having a 
beneficial impact on health, healing and general happiness. Specifically, the presence of appropriate 
artwork has been credited with: relieving anxiety and fear, decreasing the perception of pain, de-
escalating anger, providing positive distraction and relaxation and sense of the familiar, providing a link 
with cultural heritage, a moderating influence on bereavement loss, a trigger for happy memories and 
greater empathy between staff, patients and families. 
 
I trust this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold 
information by the Ombudsman.  Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the 
Canterbury DHB website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ralph La Salle 
Acting Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 
 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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