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RE Official information request CDHB 10531 

I refer to your email dated 25 January 2021, and clarified on 26 January 2021, requesting the following 
information under the Official Information Act from Canterbury DHB. Specifically: 

 I am requesting the Christchurch District Health Board release all correspondence it had in 2020
with officials from Managed Isolation and Quarantine; the Ministry of Business, Innovation and
Employment; The Ministry of Health, or any other Government ministry regarding the planning
and coordination for the stay of 235 foreign fishermen who were granted a border exemption
and arrived at the Sudima Hotel MIQ facility on October 16, 2020. I previously made a similar
request for "the processes and management" of these fishermen, but in the release of
information on January 22 - there was no correspondence from before the fishermen arrived in
managed isolation and quarantine. My request also covers any correspondence the CDHB had
with Sealord, Independent Fisheries and Maruha Nichiro on the the planning and coordination
for the MIQ stay of 235 foreign fishermen.

Please refer to Appendix 1, which contains correspondence from Canterbury DHB staff to officials from 
Managed Isolation and Quarantine, Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment, Ministry of 
Health and other Government organisations regarding the planning and coordination for the stay of 235 
foreign fishermen who arrived at the Sudima Hotel in October 2020.  
Canterbury DHB staff have not had any correspondence with officials from Sealord, Independent 
Fisheries or Maruha Nichiro on this same subject. 

Please note: The correspondence contains some unmarked redactions which have been withheld due to 
being out of scope of the request. Some further areas of the correspondence have also been redacted, 
where they are protected under sections 9(2)(a) and 9(2)(g)(i) of the Official Information Act, i.e. to 
“protect the privacy of natural persons” and “maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through – 
the free and frank expression of opinions…” 

9(2)(a)

mailto:Ralph.lasalle@cdhb.health.nz


 

 

I trust this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold 
information by the Ombudsman.  Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the 
Canterbury DHB website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ralph La Salle 
Acting Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 
 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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