
 

CORPORATE OFFICE 
Level 1  
32 Oxford Terrace Telephone:  0064 3 364 4134 
Christchurch Central   
CHRISTCHURCH 8011 kathleen.smitheram@cdhb.health.nz 
 
14 February 2022 

RE Official information request CDHB 10793 
 
I refer to your email dated 28 December 2021 requesting the following information under the Official Information 
Act from Canterbury DHB. 
  
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/127387515/mental-health-hospital-beds-could-be-closed-due-to-
severe-staff-shortages-in-christchurch 

• Can CDHB please release correspondence with unions and staff (not individual staff, but group 
messages), in the 2021 calendar year, about staffing of mental health facilities. 

 
Please refer to Appendix 1 that is an email sent to all staff from the Specialist Mental Health Service General 
Manager Greg Hamilton on 22 December 2021 with the subject Update on staffing. 
 
There has been no other correspondence that is group correspondence. However, going out to individual staff 
members to determine whether or not the Union has sent group correspondence would be substantial collation 
and is therefore declined pursuant to 18(f) of the Official Information Act.  Any correspondence between unions 
and staff would be to individual union members. 
 
I trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold information 
by the Ombudsman.  Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; 
or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the Canterbury DHB 
website after your receipt of this response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ralph La Salle 
Senior Manager, OIAs 
Canterbury DHB & West Coast DHB 

9(2)(a)
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