
 

 

 

CORPORATE OFFICE 
Level 1  

32 Oxford Terrace Telephone:  0064 3 364 4134 

Christchurch Central                    Kathleen.Smitheram@cdhb.health.nz;  

CHRISTCHURCH 8011                  

 

 
23 September 2021 
 

 
RE Official Information Act request CDHB 10692 
 
I refer to your email dated 23 August 2021 requesting the following information under the Official 
Information Act from Canterbury DHB. Specifically:  
 

1. Since March 2020 and by each month thereafter, the number of fully staffed/operational ICU beds 
available, ICU capacity. 

 
I refer you to our response to Official Information Act request CDHB 10698 which covers ICU Occupancy, 
resourced beds and % Occupancy 2018 – 5/09/2021 at midnight by day. This response will be posted on 
our website within the next two weeks. We are therefore declining a response to this part of your 
request pursuant to section 18(d) of the Official Information Act i.e. “…that this information is or will 
soon be publicly available. 
 
https://www.cdhb.health.nz/about-us/document-library/?_sft_document_type=official-information-

act-response  

a. A breakdown of all ICU staff (such as numbers of ICU nurses) and any vacancies, and 
 
Please refer to Appendix 1 Table one (attached) for a breakdown of ICU staffing – FTE by month since 
March 2020 and Table two for ICU advertised vacancies FTE by month since March 2020. Note 
Vacancies are ‘advertised’ vacancies only as these are the only ones we hold information for.  
  

b. How many surgeries were rescheduled or postponed/cancelled. 
 
Please refer to Appendix 1: Table three for ICU deferments from March 2020 to December 2020 and 
Table four for ICU deferments from January 2021 to July 2021. 

9(2)(a)
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2. Since March 2020, copies of any reports, documents or briefings that include information about 
ICU capacity, including (but not limited to) in relation to Covid-19, such as contingency plans to 
scale up capacity.  

 
To provide you with this information going back to March 2020 would take a substantial amount of time 
and resource, we are therefore declining to do this pursuant to section 18(f) of the Official Information 
Act. 
 
However, we can provide you with an excerpt from our Covid-19 Resurgence/Response Plan, Appendix 
B, CDHB Hospital Response Framework (updated August 2021) .  which includes information pertaining 
to ICU.  (attached as Appendix 2) 
 
We also refer you to our response to Official Information Act request CDHB 10684  which deals with 
‘readiness for another Covid outbreak’ and specifically Questions 7 and 8.  This response will be posted 
on our website within the next two weeks and will be publicly available. (Section 18(d) of the Official 
Information Act. 
  

3. Since March 2020, copies of all correspondence with the Ministry of Health regarding critical care 
and ICU, in relation to Covid-19, such as confirmation of current capacity and plans to scale up 
capacity. 

 

We are declining to provide copies of all correspondence with Ministry of Health as outlined above 

pursuant to section 18(f) of the Official Information Act i.e. “…. To provide this information going back to 

March 2020 would entail a substantial amount of time and resource”.   

 
I trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold 
information by the Ombudsman.  Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the 
Canterbury DHB website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Tracey Maisey 
Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 
 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/


Appendix 1 – CDHB 10692 

Table one: ICU staffing – FTE by month since March 2020 
Occupation Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20 Jul-20 Aug-20 Sep-20 Oct-20 Nov-20 Dec-20 Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21 May-21 Jun-21 Jul-21 Aug-21 
Administrative 
employee 4.0 4.0 5.0 5.0 6.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 4.0 

Health service 
assistant 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 4.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 

Registered 
nurse 150.8 151.8 153.3 153.5 155.9 153.5 154.5 155.3 156.5 157.7 157.8 156.0 154.6 153.1 151.2 149.4 150.4 151.4 

Registrar 19.0 17.0 17.0 24.0 21.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 19.0 21.0 18.0 18.0 18.0 19.0 20.0 17.0 20.0 
Scientific 
officer 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.1 6.1 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 8.3 

Senior nurse 
and midwife 17.0 17.0 17.0 17.0 17.0 17.0 17.0 17.0 17.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 

Specialist 
medical 
officer 

13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 12.8 12.8 12.8 12.8 12.8 13.2 13.2 13.2 

Support 
employee 4.1 4.1 3.5 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.7 

Technician 7.5 8.5 8.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 2.4 2.4 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 0.0 

Table two: ICU ‘Advertised’ vacancies – FTE by month since March 2020* 

Occupation Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20 Jul-20 Aug-20 Sep-20 Oct-20 Nov-20 Dec-20 Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21 May-21 Jun-21 Jul-21 Aug-21 

Administrator 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Clinical 
physiologist 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 

Health service 
assistant 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 

Registered 
nurse 4.4 2.4 1.4 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 2.2 2.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.4 8.3 0.0 0.0 2.0 

Registrar 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 
Specialist 
medical 
officer 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 

*Note: If a position wasn’t filled within the month advertised, it will be counted in the subsequent months until filled.
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Table three: ICU deferments from March 2020 to December 2020 

Month Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20 Jul-20 Aug-20 Sep-20 Oct-20 Nov-20 Dec-20 

Total Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 2 Nil Nil Nil Nil 
 - - - - - 1 x cardiothoracic 

1 x ENT - - - - 

 

Table four: ICU deferments from January 2021 to July 2021 

Month Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21 May-21 Jun-21 Jul-21 
Total 1 1 11 nil 2 1 15 
 

1 x vascular case 1 x cardiothoracic  

4 x cardiothoracic 
3 x vascular 
1 x urology 

2 x paediatric 
1 x neuro 

- 1 x cardiothoracic 
1 x vascular 1 x General surgery 

8 x cardiothoracic 
3 x paediatric 

4 x general surgery 

 

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



 

 

COVID-19 Resurgence Plan 2021 

  

 

 

Page: 20 of 23 Version: 3.2 

Title: CDHB COVID-19 Resurgence Plan   Date: August 2021 
 

APPENDIX B: CDHB Hospital Response Framework – updated August 2021 

 

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



 

 

COVID-19 Resurgence Plan 2021 

  

 

 

Page: 21 of 23 Version: 3.2 

Title: CDHB COVID-19 Resurgence Plan   Date: August 2021 
 

 

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



 

 

COVID-19 Resurgence Plan 2021 

  

 

 

Page: 22 of 23 Version: 3.2 

Title: CDHB COVID-19 Resurgence Plan   Date: August 2021 
 

  

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT


	CDHB 10692 Response 23-09-2021
	Appendix 1
	Appendix 2 - Appendix B



