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RE Official information request CDHB 10495 

I refer to your email dated 30 November 2020 requesting the following information under the Official 
Information Act from Canterbury DHB. Specifically: 

 Can you please provide all correspondence and reports that have been raised with/received
by/sent to :
o the Board
o acting CEO(s)
o clinical leaders
o Ministry of Health
o Christchurch City Council

with regard to passive fire defects relating to Christchurch Hospital Waipapa / Hagley over the past 12 
months? 

We understand that you have made a similar information request to the Ministry of Health. As the 
entity responsible for the build and the party to the construction contracts, the Ministry remains best 
placed to address questions relating to passive fire protection within Waipapa.    

Much of the Canterbury DHB’s correspondence reflects passing observations by Canterbury DHB 
employees who had access to Waipapa before and after handover. Where Canterbury DHB identified 
concerns, they were escalated to the Ministry of Health. Some of the concerns may well have been 
allayed by the Ministry and its fire engineers (who had the benefit of full information, as-built 
documentation and engineering judgements) at the time. Other concerns may have initiated a review. 
Concerns raised that transpire to be defective installs may have been/are to be rectified pursuant to the 
contractual defect remediation process.  All such steps taken by the Ministry to address concerns raised 
by Canterbury DHB (and others) may not be fully reflected in the correspondence provided.  

Accordingly, we strongly recommend that you seek clarification and verification from the Ministry of 
Health prior to reporting on any specific areas of concern identified within the correspondence to 
ensure the accuracy of the information. Such concern may have been/are being allayed or rectified.  

9(2)(a)
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Canterbury DHB does not want the people to be misguided about accessing Waipapa. The Ministry, its 
fire engineers and Council are satisfied that the building has been built in accordance with the consents 
and is compliant (including Building Code requirements relating to fire). The fire engineers have issued 
their Producer Statements and Council has issued Code of Compliance and Building Warrant of Fitness 
(BWOF) certification. Any building defects that have previously been/are subsequently identified 
(relating to passive fire installations or otherwise) continue to be dealt with as defects under the defects 
notification period under the construction contracts in the normal and usual way.   
 
We also note that passive fire protection is only one part of the wider fire detection and suppression 
systems within Waipapa. As an Importance Level 4 hospital building, Waipapa is a 24/7 operation, is 
fully monitored, alarmed and sprinkled in accordance with all Code requirements to mitigate fire risk.  
 
 
Please refer to Appendix 1 (attached) for the requested correspondence and reports. 
 
The following permitted redactions under the Act have been made: 
9(2)- where the withholding of information is necessary to: 

(a) protect the privacy of persons;  
(g) maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through: 

  (i) free and frank expression of opinions in the course of their duty; 
 
We have also attempted to remove some of the duplication. 
 
 I trust this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold 
information by the Ombudsman.  Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the 
Canterbury DHB website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ralph La Salle 
Acting Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 

 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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