
 

CORPORATE OFFICE 

 
 
Level 1  
32 Oxford Terrace    Telephone:  0064 3 364 4134 
Christchurch Central                               Kathleen.Smitheram@cdhb.health.nz;  
CHRISTCHURCH 8011                

 
 

19 October 2021 

 
RE Official Information Act request CDHB 10711 
 
I refer to your email dated 14 September 2021 requesting the following information under the Official 
Information Act from Canterbury DHB regarding records relating to the impact of Covid-19 lockdowns 
and restrictions on cervical cancer screenings and treatments Specifically:   
 
1.     Any reports, ministerial briefings, internal or external emails or work looking at the effect of last 

year’s Covid-19 lockdown disruption on cervical cancer treatments and screenings/smears.  
 

        Please find attached records as requested related to the 2020 COVID lockdown (Appendix 1) - these 
include email correspondence and briefings, updates and guidelines from the National Screening Unit 
(NSU). Cervical screening smear test volumes are reported directly to the NSU national data collections 
and published monthly on the NSU website.  
 
2.    Any data, reports, ministerial briefings and internal or external emails estimating or discussing the 

number of cervical cancer smears that have been or are expected to be missed due to the August 
2021 lockdown. 

  
The attached records (Appendix 2) include a spreadsheet of volumes showing the reduction in  
 primary care claims for smears during and following the 2021 COVID lockdown.  
 
We have redacted information in the Appendices pursuant to section 9(2)(a) of the Official Information 
Act i.e. “….to protect the privacy of natural persons, including those deceased”. 
 
We are also aware that the Ministry of Health has received a similar request and that the Ministry will 
be responding with any information they hold.   
 
I trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold 
information by the Ombudsman.  Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 

9(2)(a)

mailto:Kathleen.Smitheram@cdhb.health.nz
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/


Please note, this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the Canterbury 
DHB website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Tracey Maisey 
Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 
 



Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 

@screensouth.nz> 
Friday, 8 October 2021 1 :47 p.m. 

To: Gill Fowler 
Subject: Fwd: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 [EXTIERNAL SENDER] 

FYI - re OIA 

---------- Forwarded message---------

From: @screensouth.nz> 

Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2021 at 10:01 
Subject: Fwd: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 

To: @screensouth .nz> 

Nga mihi, 
(Kind regards,) 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening Programme (Regional Services) 

BreastScreen South (BSS) 

PO Box 25 087, Christchurch 8141 

Direct dial:  

Tel: 03 375 4096; Fax: 03 355 0521 

~ 
This email or ottachment(s) may con to in confidential or legally privileged information intended for the sole use of the addressee(s). Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or 
reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender ond erase all copies of the message, including 
any attachments. 

Any views or opinions expressed in this email (unless otherwise stated} may not represent those of the Screening Program. 
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---------- Forwarded message---------

From: @ncspregister.health .nz> 
Date: Fri, 24 Apr 2020 at 09:38 
Subject: RE: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 
To: @screensouth.nz> 

Hi  

No probs, I've just pasted the trail below. 

Cheers  

From: @health.govt.nz> 
Sent: Thursday, 23 April 2020 11:32 a.m. 
To:  
Subject: Cervical screening question 

Kia ora  

Re Query: MOH-4276900 

Kia ora  

Your email was passed on to me. 

We will shortly be issuing guidance on Level 3. You are correct that in Level 4 anyone due for more frequent 
surveillance screening or follow-up tests such as annual recalls could continue to be invited for screening. However, 
we also understand that there may be reticence to attend general practice during lock-down. 

When we issue the Level 3 advice we will be providing links about infection control I PPE. There are a number of links 
on the Ministry's website now, but we understand a new poster will be available in the next couple of days, and this 
will be referred to in our communication . 

Several of these links are: 
https://www. health .govt. nz/system/files/documents/pages/covid-19-g u idelines-use-ppe-frontline­
health-care-workers-7 apr20 . pdf 
https://www. h ea Ith. govt. nz/system/files/docu ments/pages/g u idance-for-prioritising-persona 1-protective-eq u i pment-
27 mar20 1.docx 

Yes there should be procedures in place to screen women for COVID symptoms prior to the appointment. You should 
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defer -
o Women with respiratory symptoms 

o Women who are a close contact of a COVID case 

o Women with co-morbidities 

 
 

National Cervical Screening Programme 
Ministry of Health 
DDI:  
Mobile:  
Fax: 04 816 4484 

http://www.health.govt.nz 
mailto:  

FRW>OONE 0800 729 J29 

Email Body: 
Kia Ora, 

www.tlrnet'oscreon.nz 

I am a  at a GP service Ora Toa in Porirua. 
We are wanting to get on top of our recalls for our cervical smears patients. 

Has there been a process for woman having their smears done a the moment - or are we triaging before coming into the clinic 
for COVID like symptoms and if this is this the case then waiting until results are clear and bringing them in for smears. 

I have read the process around prioritizing our patient eg previous high grades and 12 month recalls. 
Also appropriate equipment including PPE? 

Any advice of information to help us move forward with creating a clinic for this would be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks 

 ** * *** * *** * * ***** * **** * * ***** *** ** *** ** * ** *** * **** ** ** * * *** ** **** ** * ** ** * *** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 

**************************************************************************** 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared by the Ministry of Health's Content and 
Virus Filtering Gateway 
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Register Central Team National Cervical Screening Programme 

Freephone: 0800 50 60 50 

Fax: (04) 4601100 

DOI: +  

Fax: (04) 4601100 

Freephone: 0800 50 60 50 

Email : @ncspregister.health.nz 

From: @screensouth.nz> 
Sent: Friday, 24 April 2020 9:35 a.m. 
To: @ncspregister.health.nz> 
Subject: Re: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 

Hi  

Sorry but I am unable to open the attachment as it is Outlook and I cannot access that. Are 
you able to send the information to me in another format, sorry for the hassle! 

Thank you! 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening ProgralllIIle 

Canterbm'Y & South Canterbm'Y 

D:  

E: @screensouth.nz 
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0 ----------·-----

This email or attachment(s) may contain confidential or legally privileged information intended for the sole use of the addressee(s). 
Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in 
error, please notify the sender and erase all copies of the message, including any attachments. 

Any views or opinions expressed in this email (unless otherwise stated) may not represent those of ScreenSouth Ltd. 

On Fri, 24 Apr 2020 at 09:28, @ncspregister.health.nz> wrote: 

Hi  

Advice will be coming soon I believe. 

Here is what we have had for one response prior to the advice being finalised. 

Sorry I can't tell you anything more as this is all we know at this stage. 

Cheers  

 

 

Register Central Team National Cervical Screening Programme 

Freephone: 0800 50 60 50 

Fax: (04) 4601100 
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DOI :  

Fax: (04) 4601100 

Freephone: 0800 50 60 50 

Email : @ncspregister.health .nz 

From: @screensouth.nz> 
Sent: Friday, 24 April 2020 8:38 a.m. 
To: @ncspregister.health.nz> 
Subject: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 

Hi  

I have checked the National Screening website for an update as to screening under Alert 
Level 3 but the NSU is reviewing this and has not provided any detail yet. Are you able to 
give any guidance on service delivery for the NCSP Register and any expectations for Level 
3. 

At the moment I have 2 staff working from home including myself handling work list tasks, 
0800 calls and screening history requests and am not sure if there will be enough work for a 
full register team to return to work next week. 

Would appreciate anything you can share. 

Cheers 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening Progranune 

Canterbury & South Canterbury 

E: @screensouth.nz 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

FYI - re OIA 

@screensouth.nz> 
Friday, 8 October 2021 1 :46 p.m. 

Gill Fowler 
Fwd: National Screening Unit and NCSP COVID-19 UPDATE, 13 August 2020 
[EXTERNAL SENDER] 

NCSP Guidance COVID-19 13 August.docx 

---------- Forwarded message---------

From: @screensouth.nz> 

Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2021 at 09:32 
Subject: Fwd: National Screening Unit and NCSP COVID-19 UPDATE, 13 August 2020 

To: @screensouth.nz> 

Nga mihi, 
(Kind regards,) 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening Programme (Regional Services) 

BreastScreen South (BSS) 

PO Box 25 087, Christchurch 8141 

Direct dial:  

Tel: 03 375 4096; Fax: 03 355 0521 

[@] 
This email ar attachment(s) may can ta in confidential or legally privileged information intended far the sale use of the addressee(s). Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or 
reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender and erase all copies of the message, including 
any attachments. 

Any views or opinions expressed in this email (unless otherwise stated} may not represent those of the Screening Program. 
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---------- Forwarded message--------­
From: @health.govt.nz> 
Date: Thu, 13 Aug 2020 at 14:50 
Subject: National Screening Unit and NCSP COVID-19 UPDATE, 13 August 2020 
To: <NSU - NCSP - Regional Coordinators@health.govt.nz>, <NSU - NCSP -

Register coordinators@health.govt.nz>, <NSU - NCSP - DHB Portfolio Mlanagers@health.govt.nz>, <NSU -
SSS providers 2016@health.govt.nz>, <NSU - NCSP - Lead Colposcopy Nurses@health .govt.nz>, <NSU -
NCSP - Colposcopy Service Managers@health.govt.nz>, <NSU - NCSP - Lead Colposcopists@health .govt.nz> 

Dear colleagues 

National Screening Unit COVID-19 UPDATE 

Cancer screening programmes are continuing to operate, with appropriate safeguards in place to keep 
participants and staff safe. It is recommended that people over 70, or with pre-existing medical conditions, 
check with their family doctor (or other health professional) as to whether it is safe to attend appointments. 

• Cervical and breast screening will continue for most women. The decision to screen those over 70 
years, or with existing medical conditions, will be made on a case-by-case basis 

• Bowel screening invitations and home testing kits will continue to be sent out. If you receive a kit in 
the mail you should complete it and send it back as soon as possible 

• More information about bowel, breast and cervical screening can be found at www.timetoscreen.nz 
• Antenatal and newborn screening services will continue to be provided but with some changes to 

ensure the ongoing safety of women and babies. More information can be found about antenatal 
and newborn services at www.nsu .govt.nz 

National Cervical Screening Programme 

National Cervical Screening Programme 

**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

FYl-reOIA 

 @screensouth.nz> 
Friday, 8 October 2021 1 :46 p.m. 
Gill Fowler 
Fwd: National Screening Unit and NCSP COVID-19 UPDATE, 13 August 2020 
[EXTERNAL SENDER] 
NCSP Guidance COVID-19 13 August.docx 

---------- Forwarded message---------

From: @screensouth.nz> 
Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2021 at 09:32 
Subject: Fwd: National Screening Unit and NCSP COVID-19 UPDATE, 13 August 2020 
To: @screensouth.nz> 

Nga mihi, 
(Kind regards,) 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening Programme (Regional Services) 

BreastScreen South (BSS) 

PO Box 25 087, Christchurch 8141 

Direct dial:  

Tel: 03 375 4096; Fax: 03 355 0521 

~ 
This email ar attachment(s) may contain confidential or legally privileged information intended for the sole use of the addressee(s). Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or 
reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender and erase all copies of the message, including 
any attachments. 

Any views or opinions expressed in this email (unless otherwise stated} may not represent those of the Screening Program. 
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---------- Forwarded message--------­
From: @health .govt.nz> 
Date: Thu, 13 Aug 2020 at 14:50 
Subject: National Screening Unit and NCSP COVID-19 UPDATE, 13 August 2020 
To: <NSU - NCSP - Regional Coordinators@health.govt .nz>, <NSU - NCSP -

Register coordinators@health.govt.nz>, <NSU - NCSP - DHB Portfolio Mlanagers@health.govt.nz>, <NSU -
SSS providers 2016@health.govt.nz>, <NSU - NCSP - Lead Colposcopy Nurses@health.govt.nz>, <NSU -
NCSP - Colposcopy Service Managers@healt h.govt.nz>, <NSU - NCSP - Lead Colposcopists@health .govt.nz> 

Dear colleagues 

National Screening Unit COVID-19 UPDATE 

Cancer screening programmes are continuing to operate, with appropriate safeguards in place to keep 
participants and staff safe. It is recommended that people over 70, or with pre-existing medical conditions, 
check with their family doctor (or other health professional) as to whether it is safe to attend appointments. 

• Cervical and breast screening will continue for most women. The decision to screen those over 70 
years, or with existing medical conditions, will be made on a case-by-case basis 

• Bowel screening invitations and home testing kits will continue to be sent out. If you receive a kit in 
the mail you should complete it and send it back as soon as possible 

• More information about bowel, breast and cervical screening can be found at www.timetoscreen.nz 
• Antenatal and newborn screening services will continue to be provided but with some changes to 

ensure the ongoing safety of women and babies. More information can be found about antenatal 
and newborn services at www.nsu.govt.nz 

National Cervical Screening Programme 

National Cervical Screening Programme 

**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 

 @screensouth.nz> 
Friday, 8 October 2021 1:47 p.m. 

To: Gill Fowler 
Subject: Fwd: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 [EXTERNAL SENDER] 

FYI - re OIA 

---------- Forwarded message---------

From: @screensouth.nz> 
Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2021 at 10:01 
Subject: Fwd: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 
To: @screensouth.nz> 

Nga mihi, 
(Kind regards,) 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National CeNical Screening Programme (Regional Services) 

BreastScreen South (BSS) 

PO Box 25 087, Christchurch 8141 

Direct dial:  

Tel: 03 375 4096; Fax: 03 355 0521 

[§j~ 
This email or attachment(s) may contain confidential or legally privileged information intended for the sole use of the addressee(s). Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or 
reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender and erase all copies of the message, including 
any attachments. 

Any views or opinions expressed in this email (unless otherwise stated} may not represent those of the Screening Program. 
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---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: @ncspregister.health .nz> 
Date: Fri, 24 Apr 2020 at 09:38 
Subject: RE : Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 
To: @screensouth.nz> 

Hi  

No probs, I've just pasted the trail below. 

Cheers  

From: @health.govt.nz> 
Sent: Thursday, 23 April 2020 11:32 a.m. 
To:  
Subject: Cervical screening question 

Kia ora  

Re Query: MOH-4276900 

Kia ora  

Your email was passed on to me. 

We will shortly be issuing guidance on Level 3. You are correct that in Level 4 anyone due for more frequent 
surveillance screening or follow-up tests such as annual recalls could continue to be invited for screening. However, 
we also understand that there may be reticence to attend general practice during lock-down. 

When we issue the Level 3 advice we will be providing links about infection control I PPE. There are a number of links 
on the Ministry's website now, but we understand a new poster will be available in the next couple of days, and this 
will be referred to in our communication . 

Several of these links are: 
https ://www. health . govt. nz/system/files/documents/pages/covid-19-g u idel i nes-use-ppe-frontl i ne­
hea Ith-care-workers-7 apr20. pdf 
https ://www. health. govt. nz/system/fi les/docu ments/pages/g u idance-for-prioritisi ng-personal-protective-eq u i pment-
27 mar20 1.docx 

Yes there should be procedures in place to screen women for COVID symptoms prior to the appointment. You should 
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defer -
o Women with respiratory symptoms 

o Women who are a close contact of a COVID case 

o Women with co-morbidities 

 
 

National Cervical Screening Programme 
Ministry of Health 
DDI:  
Mobile:  
Fax: 04 816 4484 

http://www.health.govt.nz 
mailto  

FREEPlt:lNO' 0800 ]2.9 7'29 

Email Body: 
Kia Ora, 

www.tlrnetoscreen.nz 

I am a  at a GP service Ora Toa in Porirua. 
We are wanting to get on top of our recalls for our cervical smears patients. 

Has there been a process for woman having their smears done a the moment - or are we triaging before coming into the clinic 
for COVID like symptoms and if this is this the case then waiting until results are clear and bringing them in for smears. 

I have read the process around prioritizing our patient eg previous high grades and 12. month recalls. 
Also appropriate equipment including PPE? 

Any advice of information to help us move forward with creating a clinic for this would be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks 

 * * * * ** * ***** ** ****** * ******* * *** * * ***** ******* **** * *** ** ***** * * * ****** ** * *** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 

**************************************************************************** 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared by the Ministry of Health's Content and 

Virus Filtering Gateway 
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Register Central Team National Cervical Screening Programme 

Freephone: 0800 50 60 50 

Fax: (04) 4601100 

DOI :  

Fax: (04) 4601100 

Freephone: 0800 50 60 50 

Email: @ncspregister.health.nz 

From: screensouth.nz> 
Sent: Friday, 24 April 2020 9:35 a.m . 
To: @ncspregister.health .nz> 
Subject: Re: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 

Hi  

Sorry but I am unable to open the attachment as it is Outlook and I cannot access that. Are 
you able to send the information to me in another format, sorry for the hassle! 

Thank you! 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening Programme 

Canterbtll''Y & South Canterbury 

E: @screensouth.nz 
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RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



0 ----------·-----

This email or attachment(s) may contain confidential or legally privileged information intended for the sole use of the addressee(s). 
Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in 
error, please notify the sender and erase all copies of the message, including any attachments. 

Any views or opinions expressed in this email (unless otherwise stated) may not represent those of ScreenSouth Ltd. 

On Fri, 24 Apr 2020 at 09:28, @ncspregister.health .nz> wrote : 

Hi  

Advice will be coming soon I believe. 

Here is what we have had for one response prior to the advice being finalised. 

Sorry I can't tell you anything more as this is all we know at this stage. 

Cheers  

Register Central Team National Cervical Screening Programme 

Freephone: 0800 50 60 50 

Fax: (04) 4601100 
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DDI :  

Fax: (04) 4601100 

Freephone: 0800 50 60 50 

Email : @ncspregister. health. nz 

From: @screensouth.nz> 
Sent: Friday, 24 April 2020 8:38 a.m. 
To: @ncspregister.health.nz> 
Subject: Cervical Screening at Alert Level 3 

Hi  

I have checked the National Screening website for an update as to screening under Alert 
Level 3 but the NSU is reviewing this and has not provided any detail yet. Are you able to 
give any guidance on service delivery for the NCSP Register and any expectations for Level 
3. 

At the moment I have 2 staff working from home including myself handling work list tasks, 
0800 calls and screening history requests and am not sure if there will be enough work for a 
full register team to return to work next week. 

Would appreciate anything you can share. 

Cheers 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening Progranune 

Canterbury & South Canterbury 

D:  

E: @screensouth.nz 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

FYI - re OJA 

 @screensouth.nz> 
Friday, 8 October 2021 1:46 p.m. 
Gill Fowler 
Fwd: Activities at the various alert levels provided to primary care and colposcopy 
units [EXTERNAL SENDER] 
FINAL NCSP Communication to DHB colp units - pandemic and guidelines changes 
23 April 2020 (2).docx; FINAL NCSP Communication to primary care - pandemic 
and guideline changes 24 April 2020 (5) .docx 

---------- Forwarded message---------
From: @screensouth.nz> 
Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2021 at 09:46 
Subject: Activities at the various alert levels provided to primary care and colposcopy units 
To: @screensouth.nz> 

Hi  

FYI attached detailed advice on the activities at the various alert levels sent to NCSP, the advice 
provided to primary care and colposcopy units. 

Nga mihi, 
(Kind regards,) 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National CeNical Screening Programme (Regional SeNices) 

BreastScreen South (BSS) 

PO Box 25 087, Christchurch 8141 

Direct dial:  

Tel: 03 375 4096; Fax: 03 355 0521 

~~ 
This email or attachment(s) may contain confidential or legally privileged information intended far the sale use of the addressee(s). Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or 
reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender and erase all copies of the message, including 
any attachments. 
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NCSP During COVID-19: Colposcopy Update, 23 April 2020 

Key information in this communication 

1. NCSP expectations for cervical screening and colposcopy at the different alert levels 

2. A significant change to the follow-up pathway after treatment for a high-grade 

squamous lesion. 

3. Othe.r relevant changes in the revised Clinical Practice Guidelines for Cervical 

Screening in New Zealand 2020 due to be published. 

1. The NCSP during the COVID-19 pandemic 

In Government COVID-19 Alert Level 3 essential preventative health care continues, which includes 

cervical screening. The National Screening Unit is keen to re-establish cervical screen ing as soon as 

possible and has provided the following guidance to primary care: 

National 
Cervical 

Screening 
Programme 
during Alert 

Level3 

Routine cervical screening will begin to resume for eligible women . For those who 

are 70 +or with existing medical conditions, the decision to screen will be made on 
a case-by-case basis 
Providers are to continue to invite, see and follow-up all screening participants with 

previously identified cervical abnormalities on cytology or histology. 

In the first instance, prio rity should be given to annual surveillance rescreens, 
overdue screens, and priority populations 
Where capacity allows providers can invite new eligible women and those due for 

their 3 yearly repeat screening 
Screening support services can assist with engaging priority populations 

Continued triage/ assessment of patients with symptoms of abnormal bleeding 

Appendix 1 provides a summary of the expected activity in primary care and colposcopy depending 

on the various ale rt levels. 

Key points for colposcopy services 

• DHB colposcopy clin ics need to operate within the DHB hospital alert system which is different 

to alert levels in the community. Alert levels may vary from region-to-region. 

• Longer wait times at colposcopy may need to be tolerated in some regions until all services are 

fully re-established across the screening pathway. 

• DHBs should inform women that there may be some delays in being seen for colposcopy. Non­

urgent cases should continue to be deferred wit h communication to women, if capacity is 

overextended . 

• Where it is not possible to see women in recommended time frames, colposcopy units should 

hold the referrals and not discharge women back to primary care . 

• Colposcopy services are encouraged to attempt to find innovative solutions to managing the 

workload and restrictions related to the pandemic, such as moving clinics to different sites, or 

contracting services out. 

1 

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



• If DHBs have difficulty with the backlog, locum services may be considered. Contact the NCSP if 

you need help to find a locum. 

2. A significant change to the follow-up of women after treatment at colposcopy 

There is an important change in the updated clinical guidelines (soon to be published) relating to the 

recommended follow-up pathway for treatment of high-grade squamous disease. 

Currently women are seen at 6-months for a colposcopy and cytolomr test and have a 'test of cure' 

(cytology and HPV test) in primary care at 12 and 24 months post-treatment. From April 2020 the 

following changes are being made: 

• Many patients treated for high-grade squamous disease will be able to be discharged to primary 

care for a 'test of cure' at 6 and 18 months after treatment (rather than at 12 and 24 months) . 

• Women can still be followed up at colposcopy post-treatment if there are any clinical concerns. 

This change to the follow-up after treatment of high-grade lesions is effective immediately. 

The change was planned to be introduced with HPV primary screening but has been fast-tracked due 

to the evolving COVID-19 situation. This will help limit non-essential attendance at clinical 

appointments. Other countries, including the UK and Ireland have introduced this change to their 

patient care pathway. It has been ratified by the Ministry of Health's National Cervical Screening 

Programme Advisory Group. 

Most importantly, there is good evidence that compared to a colposcopy and cervical screening test 

at 6 months, cervical screening together with an HPV test is much better at identifying the 

effectiveness of treatment and avoids an unnecessary colposcopy. 

The NCSP Register is fully informed of this change and will accept HPV testing as part of a 'test of 

cure' from 6 months post-treatment. 

Communication to help colposcopy services inform women and providers about this change is 

attached to this communication. 

3. Other important changes in the updated NCSP Guidelines 

The Ministry of Health will shortly be publishing the updated Clinical Practice Guidelines for Cervical 

Screening in New Zealand 2020. 

• A change to the starting age for screening to 25 years. 

• A new section on abnormal bleeding to assist medical practitioners in primary care with 
assessment, management and referral decisions. 

• People aged 70 years and older who were unscreened or under-screened prior to age 70 will be 
required to have two consecutive normal cytology samples (taken 12 months apart) before 
ceasing cytology screening. 

• Due to the difficulty in rationalising HPV testing as part of the follow-up of women treated for 
AIS it is requested that all women undergoing excision for possible or confirmed AIS have their 
HPV status affirmed at colposcopy clinics prior to treatment. 
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Thank you once again for continuing to provide high quality colposcopy services during this stressful 

period of disruption to usual work arrangements. 

Kind regards 

National Cervical Screening Programme 
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Appendix 1- NCSP delivery in primary care and DHB colposcopy services according to alert levels 

Government Primary care/community-based services DHB colposcopy services 
COVID-19 Alert 

level 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 4 DHB ALERT LEVEL 4 RED 

Alert Level 4 in Primary care: DHB Colposcopy: 

the region • Routine screening is paused . • See proven or suspicious cervical 

• Anyone who is due for more frequent surveillance screening or follow-up tests such as cancer cases only 
annual recalls, should continue to be invited, seen and referred as per the existing NCSP 

OR pathway. 

• Some providers or patients may not be ab le or comfortable undertaking cervical DHB ALERT LEVEL 3 ORANGE 
screening during this time and under these circumstances, a delay of up to three months DHB Colposcopy: 
is acceptable, with encouragement to attend once the three months has elapsed. • Referrals with suspected or proven 

• Anyone with cytologic or clinical suspicion of invasive cancer is referred urgently for cancer should be seen urgently . 
specialist assessment. • High-grade referrals should be 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 3 triaged and seen as soon as 
Alert Level 3 in Primary care: capacity allows. 
the region • As soon as resources allow, routine 3-yearly screening resumes for most women except • Other referrals are held . 

those over 70 years or with existing medical conditions, where the decision to screen is 
made on a case-by-case basis . OR 

• In the first instance, invitations should prioritise those who are overdue for screening, DHB ALERT LEVEL 2 YELLO\N 
using a pro-equity approach to prioritising Maori, Pacific, Asian and migrant and refugee DHB Colposcopy: 
women. • Invasive cancers, high-grade and 

• Engage screening support services in your district, if available, to assist with engaging low-grade referrals are seen, with 
priority group women who are hard to reach. prioritisation to manage capacity. 

• Referrals to colposcopy continue. Anyone with cytologic or clinical suspicion of invasive • Some delay in seeing women with 
cancer is referred urgently for specia list assessment. low-grade referrals may still occur 

• Regional variation may occur. For example, a region remaining at Level 4 will be unable (up to 12 months instead of the 
to resume routine screening. usual 6 months) 

• Women are advised that there could be some delays in being seen at colposcopy, 
particularly if referred with low-grade changes. 
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Government Primary care/community-based sel vices DHB colposcopy services 
COVID-19 Alert 

level I 
Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 2 

Alert Level 2 Primary care: 
OR 

• Routine 3-yearly screening resumes for most women except those over 70 years or with DHB ALERT LEVEL 1 GREEN 
existing medical conditions, where the decision to screen is made on a case-by-case DHB Colposcopy: Restore normal 
basis. services as quickly as possible. 

• Invitations for screening should prioritise those who are overdue, using a pro-equity 
approach to prioritise Maori, Pacific, Asian and migrant and refugee women . 

• Referral to colposcopy continues as per NCSP protocols . 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 1 

Alert Level 1 Primary care: 

• All usual cervical screening programme activities resume . 
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NCSP During COVID-19: Primary Care Update, 24 April 2020 

Key information in this communication 

1. NCSP expectations for cervical screening and colposcopy at the different alert levels 

2. A significant change to the follow-up of women after treatment for a high-grade 

squamous lesion. 

3. Other relevant changes in the revised Clinical Practice Guidelines for Cervical 

Screening in New Zealand 2020 due to be published. 

1. The NCSP during the COVID-19 pandemic 

In Government COVID-19 Alert Level 3 essential preventative health care continues, which includes 

cervical screening. The National Screening Unit is keen to re-establish cervical screening as soon as 

possible, and has provided the following guidelines for primary care: 

NCSP during 
Alert Level 3 

Screening/ assessment 

Routine cervical screening will begin to resume fo r eligible women. For those 

who are 70 +or with existing medical conditions, t he decision to screen will 
be made on a case-by-case basis 

Providers are to continue to invite, see and follow-up all screening 

participants with previously identified cervical abnormalities on cytology or 
histology. 
In the first instance, priority should be given to annual surveillance rescreens, 

overdue screens, and priority populations 
Where capacity allows providers can invite new eligible women and those 

due for their 3 yearly repeat screening 
Screening support services can assist with engaging priority populations 

Continued triage/ assessment of patients with symptoms of abnormal 
bleeding 

Key messages for women 

• Screening is an essential preventative service 

• Cervical screening is safe 
• The risk of transmission of COVID-19 is minimised during the appointment 

and procedure 

• Providing information on alternative screening options may support 
screening attendance 

• Information to support women returning to screening during alert level 3 is 
available on www.timetoscreen.nz 

Infection control 
• Defer anyone over 70 years or with co-morbidities 

• Prior to the appointment contact the patient and ask the following questions: 

a) Do you have symptoms of acute respiratory illness with at least one of 
the following : cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, coryza (runny 
nose) or temporary loss of smell, with or without fever. If yes, then this 
person may have COVID-19 and needs to be assessed. 
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b) Have you been in contact with others in the last two weeks who have 
been unwell? 

c) Have you been in any contact with people who are unwell with 

respiratory symptoms/fever or who have undergone testing for COVID-

19? 

• Providers should follow their own protocols and other risk assessments for 
seeing patients who answer 'yes' to any of the above questions. 

Refer to the following links on the Ministry of Health website: 

Poster- Principles of PPE use in health care settings. This link also includes a 

range of other resources. 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-
n ave I-co ro n av i ru sf cov i d-19-n ave I-co ro n avi ru s-i nfo rm at i o n-s pe c ifi c-
a ud iences/ covid-19-advice-esse ntia 1-workers-i ncl ud i ng-pe rso na 1-protective­

eq u i pme nt/pe rso na l-protective-eq u i pment-use-hea Ith-ca re 

COVID-19 - Primary care quick reference guide; COVID-19 questions and 

answers for primary health care workers 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-
nove 1-coronavi rus/ covid-19-reso u rces-hea lth-professio na Is/ covid-19-

pri ma ry-ca re 

To assist with your planning, Appendix 1 provides a summary table of expected activity in primary 

care and colposcopy depending on the various alert levels. 

2. Significant change to the follow-up pathway after treatment at colposcopy 

There is an important change in the new clinical guidelines (soon to be published) relating to the 

recommended follow-up pathway for treatment of high-grade squamous disease. 

Currently women are seen at 6-months for a colposcopy and cytology test and have a 'test of cure' 

(cytology and HPV test) in primary care at 12 and 24 months post-treatment. From April 2020 the 

following changes are being made: 

• Many patients treated for high-grade squamous disease will be able to be discharged to primary 

care for a 'test of cure' at 6 and 18 months after treatment (rather than at 12 and 24 months). 

• Women can still be followed up at colposcopy post-treatment if there are any clinical concerns . 

This change to the follow-up post treatment of high-grade lesions is effective immediately. 

You will be advised by the colposcopy unit if this change affects any of your patients. 

The change was planned to be introduced with HPV primary screening but has been fast-tracked due 

to the evolving COVID-19 situation. This will help limit non-essential attendance at clinical 

appointments. Other countries, including the UK and Ireland have introduced this change to their 

patient care pathway. It has been ratified by the Ministry of Health's National Cervical Screening 

Programme Advisory Group. 

Most importantly, there is good evidence that compared to a colposcopy and cervical screening test 

at 6 months, cervical screening together with an HPV test is much better at identifying the 

effectiveness of treatment and avoids an unnecessary colposcopy. 

The NCSP Register is fully informed of this change and will accept HPV testing carried out as part of a 

'test of cure' from 6 months post-treatment. 
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3. Other important changes in the updated NCSP Guidelines 

The Ministry of Health will shortly be publishing the updated Clinical Practice Guidelines for Cervical 

Screening in New Zealand 2020. This includes: 

• A change to the starting age for screening to 25 years. 

• A new section on abnormal bleeding to assist medical practitioners in primary care with 
assessment, management and referral decisions. 

• People aged 70 years and older who were unscreened or under-screened prior to age 70 will be 
required to have two consecutive normal cytology samples (taken 12 months apart) before 
ceasing cytology screening. 

Thank you once again for your support to patients during this stressful period of disruption to usual 

work arrangements. 

Kind regards 

 

 National Screening Unit 
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Appendix 1- NCSP delivery in primary care and DHB colposcopy services according to alert levels 

Government Primary care/community-based services DHB colposcopy services 
COVID-19 Alert 

level 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 4 DHB ALERT LEVEL 4 RED 

Alert Level 4 in Primary care: DHB Colposcopy: 

the region • Routine screening is paused. • See proven or suspicious cervical 

• Anyone who is due for more frequent surveillance screening or follow-up tests such as cancer cases only 
annual recalls, should continue to be invited, seen and referred as per the existing NCSP 
pathway. OR 

• Some providers or patients may not be able or comfortable undertaking cervical screening DHB ALERT LEVEL 3 ORANGE 
during this time and under these circumstances, a delay of up to three months is DHB Colposcopy: 
acceptable, with encouragement to attend once the three months has elapsed . • Referrals with suspected or proven 

• Anyone with cytologic or clinical suspicion of invasive cancer is referred urgently for cancer should be seen urgently. 
special ist assessment. • High-grade referrals should be 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 3 triaged and seen as soon as 
Alert Level 3 in Primary care: capacity allows. 
the region • As soon as resources allow, routine 3-yearly screening resumes for most women except Other referrals are held . • 

those over 70 years or with existing medical conditions, where the decision to screen is 
made on a case-by-case basis. OR 

• In the first instance, invitations should prioritise those who are overdue for screening, 

using a pro-equity approach to prioritising Maori, Pacific, Asian and migrant and refugee DHB ALERT LEVEL 2 YELLOW 

women . DHB Colposcopy: 

Engage screening support services in your district, if available, to assist with engaging • Invasive cancers, high-grade and • 
priority group women who are hard to reach . low-grade referrals are seen, with 

• Referrals to colposcopy continue. Anyone with cytologic or clinical suspicion of invasive 
prioritisation to manage capacity. 

• Some delay in seeing women with 
cancer is referred urgently for specialist assessment. 

low-grade referrals may still occur 
• Regional va riation may occur. For example, a region remaining at Level 4 will be unable to 

resume routine screening. 
(up to 12 months instead of the 
usual 6 months) 

• Women are advised that there could be some delays in being seen at colposcopy, 
particularly if referred with low-grade changes. 
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Government Primary care/community-based services DHB colposcopy services 
COVID-19 Alert 

level I 
Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 2 OR 

Alert Level 2 Primary care: 

• Routine 3-yearly screening resumes for most women except those over 70 years or with DHB ALERT LEVEL 1 GREEN 

existing medical conditions, where the decision to screen is made on a case-by-case basis. DHB Colposcopy: Restore normal 

• Invitations for screening should prioritise those who are overdue, using a pro-equity services as quickly as possible. 

approach to prioritising Maori, Pacific, Asian and migrant and refugee women. 

• Referral to colposcopy continues as per NCSP protocols . 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 1 

Alert Level 1 Primary care: 

• All usual cervical screening programme activities resume . 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

FYI - re OIA 

 @screensouth.nz> 
Friday, 8 October 2021 1:47 p.m. 
Gill Fowler 
Fwd: NCSP information for primary care - Alert Level 3 [EXTERNAL SENDER] 
NSU Primary care communication alert level 3 FINAL.docx; FINAL NCSP 
Communication to primary care - pandemic and guideline changes 24 April 
2020.docx 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: @screensouth.nz> 
Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2021 at 09:52 
Subject: Fwd: NCSP information for primary care - Alert Level 3 

To: @screensouth.nz> 

Nga mihi, 
(Kind regards,) 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening Programme (Regional Services) 

BreastScreen South (BSS) 

PO Box 25 087, Christchurch 8141 

Direct dial:  

Tel: 03 375 4096; Fax: 03 355 0521 

~· 
This email or attachment(s) may contain confidential or legally privileged information intended f ar the sole use of the addressee(s). Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or 
reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender and erase all copies of the m essage, including 
any attachments. 

Any views or opinions expressed in this email (unless otherwise stated) may not represent those of the Screening Program. 
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---------- Forwarded message--------­
From: @health.govt.nz> 
Date: Fri, 24 Apr 2020 at 11:55 
Subject: NCSP information for primary care - Alert Level 3 
To: <NSU - NCSP - Regional Coordinators@health.govt.nz>, <NSU - NCSP -

Register coordinators@health.govt.nz>, <NSU - SSS providers 2016@hea1lth.govt.nz> 

Please find attached the information that has been sent to primary care regarding Alert Level 3. It is being sent via 
PHOs and RNZCGP. 

This provides high level information on all the screening programmes, and more detailed information on cervical 
screening . 

National Cervical Screening Programme 
Ministry of Health 
DDI:  
Mobile:  
Fax: 04 816 4484 

http://www.health.qovt.nz 
mailto: @health. govt. nz 

FRUPHONE 0800 729 729 www.tlmetosc;reen.nz 

**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 
**************************************************************************** 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared by the Ministry of Health's Content and 
Virus Filtering Gateway 
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MANATU ll AUORA 

National Screening Programmes at Alert Level 3: Primary Care Information 
24 April 2020 

The move to Government COVI D-19 Alert Level 3 will allow us to gradually resume national breast and 
cervical screening programmes, however bowel screening will not to resume at this time. To support 
primary care providers with this change please find further information below: 

Important information for all screening programmes at Alert Level 3 

• Refer to guidance on the use of PPE on the Ministry of Health website: 
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/d iseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-
19-novel-coronavirus-information-specific-audiences/covid-19-adlvice-essential-workers-including­
personal-protective-equipment/personal-protective-equipment-use-health-care 

• To help minimise delays, screening for COVID-19 symptoms should be undertaken prior to face-to­
face appointments being undertaken. 

Breast - All participants who were waiting for assessment during Government Alert 

Screen Level 4 are offered assessment 
Aotearoa - Breast screening will resume at reduced capacity. Priority women and those 

who missed their appointment at Alert Level 4 will be first to receive a 

screening appointment, except those with existing medical conditions 

- Participants with a high likelihood of invasive cance~r will be offered 
assessment and will be referred for treatment. Those with a low likelihood of 

invasive cancer will be offered assessment as capacity allows 

National - Routine cervical screening will begin to resume for eligible women . For those 
Cervical who are 70 + or with existing medical conditions, the decision to screen will be 

Screening made on a case-by-case basis 

Programme - Providers are to continue to invite, see and follow-up all screening participants 
with previously identified cervical abnormalities on cytology or histology. 

- In the first instance, priority should be given to annual surveillance rescreens, 

overdue screens, and priority populations 

- Where capacity allows providers can invite new eli9ible women and those due 

for their 3 yearly repeat screening 

- Screening support services can assist with engaging priority populations 

- Continued triage/ assessment of patients with symptoms of abnormal 

bleeding 

- More detailed information will be provided to primary care about cervical 
screening and also on the guideline changes due tio be published. 

National - Bowel screening will not resume under Government Alert Level 3 (this 

Bowel decision will be reviewed monthly) 

Screening - No new invitations or two-yearly recall invitations will be issued 

Programme - Colonoscopies for urgent referrals will continue to be prioritised by DHBs 

- Screening colonoscopies for positive referrals will resume as soon as feasible 

- Participants are being advised to delay completing screening test kits until at 

Government Alert Level 2 

- GPs to continue contacting participants with a positive result (virtual contact is 
appropriate unless face to face assessment deemed important by clinician) 
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- For participants with a positive result and symptoms suggestive of bowel 
cancer, GPs are to examine patient as cl inically indicated and advise on the 

referral form 

- Participants with a positive result who are now experiencing symptoms are 

being advised to contact their GP for assessment 

Antenatal & - All programmes will continue to operate under Alert Level 3, with changes to 

Newborn ensure safety of staff and mothers and their babies 

Screening - Newborn hearing screening will be provided only for hospital births and 

prioritised outpatient cases 

- Diagnostic audiology will be provided for acute and prioritised cases only 

Information for health professionals will also be accessible via the National Screening Unit website 
COVI D-19 web page at https://www. nsu. govt. nz/health-professionals/covid-19-information-screening­
providers. 

Information for participants about cancer screening programmes will be available at www.timetoscreen.nz 
and for antenatal and newborn screening programmes at www.nsu.govt.nz 

Thank you in advance for sharing this information with all staff, colleag1ues and networks. 

If you have any questions about this communication , please contact  
@health.govt.nz. 

Finally, thank you for all that you and your team are doing to manage this rapidly changing situation . 

Nga mihi nui 

 

National Screening Unit 
Ministry of Health 
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National Screening Programmes at Alert Level 3: Primary Care Information 
24 April 2020 

The move to Government COVID-19 Alert Level 3 will allow us to gradually resume national breast and 
cervical screening programmes, however bowel screening will not to resume at this time. To support 
primary care providers with this change please find further information below: 

Important information for all screening programmes at Alert Level 3 

• Refer to guidance on the use of PPE on the Ministry of Health website: 
https ://www. hea Ith .govt. nz/ our-work/diseases-and-conditions/ covid-19-n ave I-co ro n avi rus/ cov id-
19-nove I-co ro n avi rus-i nfo rm atio n-spec ifi c-a ud i en ces/ covid-19-a dlvi ce-esse ntia 1-wo rke rs-in cl u ding­
pe rso na 1-p rotective-e quip me nt/pe rso n a l-p rotective-eq u i pm e nt-use-hea Ith-ca re 

• To help minimise delays, screening for COVID-19 symptoms should be undertaken prior to face-to­
face appointments being undertaken. 

Breast - All participants who were waiting for assessment during Government Alert 

Screen Level 4 are offered assessment 

Aotearoa - Breast screening will resume at reduced capacity. Priority women and those 

who missed their appointment at Alert Level 4 will be first to receive a 

screening appointment, except those with existing medical conditions 

- Participants with a high likelihood of invasive cancE:ir will be offered 

assessment and will be referred for treatment. Those with a low likelihood of 

invasive cancer will be offered assessment as capacity allows 

National - Routine cervical screening will begin to resume for eligible women. For those 
Cervical who are 70 + or with existing medical conditions, the decision to screen will be 

Screening made on a case-by-case basis 

Programme - Providers are to continue to invite, see and follow-up all screening participants 

with previously identified cervical abnormalities on cytology or histology. 

- In the first instance, priority should be given to annual surveillance rescreens, 

overdue screens, and priority populations 

- Where capacity allows providers can invite new eligible women and those due 

for their 3 yearly repeat screening 

- Screening support services can assist with engaging priority populations 

- Continued triage/ assessment of patients with symptoms of abnormal 

bleeding 

- More detailed information will be provided to primary care about cervical 

screening and also on the guideline changes due to be published. 

National - Bowel screening will not resume under Government Alert Level 3 (this 

Bowel decision will be reviewed monthly) 

Screening - No new invitations or two-yearly recall invitations will be issued 

Programme - Colonoscopies for urgent referrals will continue to be prioritised by DHBs 

- Screening colonoscopies for positive referrals will 1resume as soon as feasible 

- Participants are being advised to delay completing screening test kits until at 

Government Alert Level 2 

- GPs to continue contacting participants with a positive result (virtual contact is 

appropriate unless face to face assessment deemed important by clinician) 
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- For participants with a positive result and symptoms suggestive of bowel 
cancer, GPs are to examine patient as clinically indicated and advise on the 

referral form 

- Participants with a positive result who are now experiencing symptoms are 

being advised to contact their GP for assessment 

Antenatal & - All programmes will continue to operate under Alert Level 3, with changes to 

Newborn ensure safety of staff and mothers and their babies 

Screening - Newborn hearing screening will be provided only for hospital births and 

prioritised outpatient cases 

- Diagnostic audiology will be provided for acute and prioritised cases only 

Information for health professionals will also be accessible via the National Screening Unit website 
COVI D-19 web page at https://www. nsu. govt. nz/health-professionals/covid-19-information-screening­
providers. 

Information for participants about cancer screening programmes will be available at www.timetoscreen.nz 
and for antenatal and newborn screening programmes at www.nsu.govt.nz 

Thank you in advance for sharing this information with all staff, colleagues and networks. 

If you have any questions about this communication, please contact Stephanie Chapman on 021 881 035 
or stephanie.chapman@health .govt.nz. 

Finally, thank you for all that you and your team are doing to manage this rapidly changing situation. 

Nga mihi nui 

 

 
National Screening Unit 
Ministry of Health 

Page 2of2 

 

 

9(2)(a) 9(2)(a)

9(2)(a) 9(2)(a)

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



NCSP During COVID-19: Primary Care Update, 24 April 2020 

Key information in this communication 

1. NCSP expectations for cervical screening and colposcopy at the different alert levels 

2. A significant change to the follow-up of women after treatment for a high-grade 

squamous lesion. 

3. Other relevant changes in the revised Clinical Practice Gui'delines for Cervical 

Screening in New Zealand 2020 due to be published. 

1. The NCSP during the COVID-19 pandemic 

In Government COVID-19 Alert Level 3 essential preventative health care continues, which includes 

cervical screening. The National Screening Unit is keen to re-establish cervical screening as soon as 

possible, and has provided the following guidelines for primary care: 

NCSP during 

Alert Level 3 

Screening/ assessment 
Routine cervical screening will begin to resume fo r eligible women. For those 

who are 70 + or with existing medical conditions, the decision to screen will 
be made on a case-by-case basis 
Providers are to continue to invite, see and follow-up all screening 

participants with previously identified cervical abnormalities on cytology or 

histology. 
In the first instance, priority should be given to annual surveillance rescreens, 
overdue screens, and priority populations 
Where capacity allows providers can invite new eligible women and those 

due for their 3 yearly repeat screening 

Screening support services can assist with engaging priority populations 
Continued t riage/ assessment of patients with symptoms of abnormal 

bleeding 

Key messages for women 
• Screening is an essential preventative service 

• Cervical screening is safe 
• The risk of transmission of COVID-19 is minimised during the appointment 

and procedure 
• Providing information on alternative screening options may support 

screening attendance 
• Information to support women returning to screening during alert level 3 is 

available on www.timetoscreen.nz 

Infection control 
• Defer anyone over 70 years or with co-morbidities 

• Prior to the appointment contact the patient and ask the following questions: 

a) Do you have symptoms of acute respiratory illness with at least one of 
the following: cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, coryza (runny 
nose) or temporary loss of smell, with or without fever. If yes, then this 
person may have COVID-19 and needs to be assessed. 
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b) Have you been in contact with others in the last two weeks who have 
been unwell? 

c) Have you been in any contact with people who are unwell with 

respiratory symptoms/fever or who have undergone testing for COVID-

19? 

• Providers should follow their own protocols and other risk assessments for 
seeing patients who answer 'yes' to any of the above questions. 

Refer to the following links on the Ministry of Health website: 

Poster- Principles of PPE use in health care settings. This link also includes a 

range of other resources. 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-

n ave I-co ro n avi ru s/ cov i d-19-nove I-co ro navi ru s-i nfo rm atio n-spec ific-

a ud ie nces/ covid-19-advice-esse ntia 1-wo rke rs-incl ud i ng-pe rsona 1-p rotective­

eq u i pme nt/pe rso na 1-protective-eq u i pm e nt-use-hea Ith-ca re 

COVID-19 - Primary care quick reference guide; COVID-19 questions and 

answers for primary health care workers 

https://www. hea Ith .govt. nz/ our-work/diseases-and-co nd itio ns/ covid-19-

nove 1-coronavi rus/ covid-19-resou rces-hea lth-professiona Is/ covid-19-

prima ry-ca re 

To assist with your planning, Appendix 1 provides a summary table of expected activity in primary 

care and colposcopy depending on the various alert levels. 

2. Significant change to the follow-up pathway after treatment at colposcopy 

There is an important change in the new clinical guidelines (soon to be published) relating to the 

recommended follow-up pathway for treatment of high-grade squamous disease. 

Currently women are seen at 6-months for a colposcopy and cytology test and have a 'test of cure' 

(cytology and HPV test) in primary care at 12 and 24 months post-treatment. From April 2020 the 

following changes are being made: 

• Many patients treated for high-grade squamous disease will be able to be discharged to primary 

care for a 'test of cure' at 6 and 18 months after treatment (rather than at 12 and 24 months). 

• Women can still be followed up at colposcopy post-treatment ifthere are any clinical concerns. 

This change to the follow-up post treatment of high-grade lesions is effective immediately. 

You will be advised by the colposcopy unit if this change affects any of your patients. 

The change was planned to be introduced with HPV primary screening but has been fast-tracked due 

to the evolving COVID-19 situation. This will help limit non-essential attendance at clinical 

appointments. Other countries, including the UK and Ireland have introduced this change to their 

patient care pathway. It has been ratified by the Ministry of Health's r~ational Cervical Screening 

Programme Advisory Group. 

Most importantly, there is good evidence that compared to a colposcopy and cervical screening test 

at 6 months, cervical screening together with an HPV test is much better at identifying the 

effectiveness of treatment and avoids an unnecessary colposcopy. 

The NCSP Register is fully informed of this change and will accept HPV testing carried out as part of a 

'test of cure' from 6 months post-treatment. 
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3. Other important changes in the updated NCSP Guidelines 

The Ministry of Health will shortly be publishing the updated Clinical Practice Guidelines for Cervical 

Screening in New Zealand 2020. This includes: 

• A change to the starting age for screening to 25 years. 

• A new section on abnormal bleeding to assist medical practitioners in primary care with 
assessment, management and referral decisions. 

• People aged 70 years and older who were unscreened or under-screened prior to age 70 will be 
required to have two consecutive normal cytology samples (taken 12 months apart) before 
ceasing cytology screening. 

Thank you once again for your support to patients during this stressful period of disruption to usual 

work arrangements. 

Kind regards 

 

, National Screening Unit 
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Appendix 1- NCSP delivery in primary care and DHB colposcopy services according to alert levels 

Government Primary care/community-based services DHB colposcopy services 
COVID-19 Alert 

level 
I 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 4 DHB ALERT LEVEL 4 RED 

Alert Level 4 in Primary care: DHB Colposcopy: 

the region • Routine screening is paused. • See proven or suspicious cervical 

• Anyone who is due for more frequent surveillance screening or follow-up tests such as cancer cases only 
annual recalls, should continue to be invited, seen and referred as per the existing NCSP 
pathway. OR 

• Some providers or patients may not be able or comfortable undertaking cervical screening DHB ALERT LEVEL 3 ORANGE 
during this time and under these circumstances, a delay of up to three months is DHB Colposcopy: 
acceptable, with encouragement to attend once the three months has elapsed. • Referrals with suspected or proven 

• Anyone with cytologic or clinical suspicion of invasive cancer is referred urgently for cancer should be seen urgently. 
specialist assessment. • High-grade referrals should be 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 3 triaged and seen as soon as 
Alert Level 3 in Primary care: capacity allows. 
the region • As soon as resources allow, routine 3-yearly screening resumes for most women except Other referrals are held . • 

those over 70 years or with existing medical conditions, where the decision to screen is 
made on a case-by-case basis. OR 

• In the first instance, invitations should prioritise those who are overdue for screening, 

using a pro-equity approach to prioritising Maori, Pacific, Asian and migrant and refugee DHB ALERT LEVEL 2 YELLOW 

women. DHB Colposcopy: 

Engage screening support services in your district, if available, to assist with engaging • Invasive cancers, high-grade and • 
priority group women who are hard to reach . 

low-grade referrals are seen, with 

• Referrals to colposcopy continue. Anyone with cytologic or clinical suspicion of invasive 
prioritisation to manage capacity. 

• Some delay in seeing women with 
cancer is referred urgently for specialist assessment. 

low-grade referrals may still occur 
• Regional variation may occur. For example, a region remaining at Level 4 will be unable to 

resume routine screening. 
(up to 12 months instead of the 
usual 6 months) 

• Women are advised that there could be some delays in being seen at colposcopy, 
particularly if referred with low-grade changes. 
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Government Primary care/community-based services DHB colposcopy services 
COVID-19 Alert 

I level 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 2 OR 

Alert Level 2 Primary care: 

• Routine 3-yearly screening resumes for most women except those over 70 years or with DHB ALERT LEVEL 1 GREEN 

existing medical conditions, where the decision to screen is made on a case-by-case basis. DHB Colposcopy: Restore normal 

• Invitations for screening should prioritise those who are overdue, using a pro-equity services as quickly as possible. 

approach to prioritising Maori, Pacific, Asian and migrant and refugee women. 

• Referral to colposcopy continues as per NCSP protocols . 

Government GOVERNMENT ALERT LEVEL 1 

Alert Level 1 Primary care: 

• All usual cervical screening programme activities resume . 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 

@screensouth.nz> 
Friday, 8 October 2021 1 :51 p.m. 

To: Gill Fowler 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Fwd: Decline in screening volumes 20-21 [EXTERNAL SENDER] 
Decline in screening volumes 2020 - 21 .xlsx 

Kia ora Gill 

Re the OIA - the attached spreadsheet shows the impact of COVID alert levels on claims from PH Os for free smears 
volumes. 

Nga mihi 

 

----------Forwarded message---------
From: @screensouth.nz> 
Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2021at10:45 
Subject: Decline in screening volumes 20-21 
To: @screensouth.nz> 

Hi  

as attached screening volumes 

Nga mihi, 
(Kind regards,) 

ScreenSouth Ltd 

National Cervical Screening Programme (Regional Services) 

BreastScreen South (BSS) 

PO Box 25 087, Christchurch 8141 

Direct dial:  

Tel: 03 375 4096; Fax: 03 355 0521 

~ 
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creening Volumes 2020~21 

rnears for 1-7-19 to 30-6-20 

~ NVOICED I 
Orig% Allee Pre July Jul '19 Aug '19 Sep'19 Oct '19 Nov '19 Dec '19 6 Mnthlyl Jan'20 Feb'20 Mar'20 Apr '20 May '20 Jun'20 6 Mnthlyl Used Rem 

Pegasus 74% 2325 470 394 434 515 370 306 2489 466 326 362 15 187 567 1923 4412 -2087 

SCDHB 9% 72 17 19 14 36 29 16 131 28 28 22 1 11 34 124 255 -183 

Christchurch PHO 9% 51 24 35 15 17 23 22 136 33 26 21 14 63 157 293 -242 

Waitaha Primary Health 8% -7 -1 10 12 10 10 24 65 8 17 5 18 48 113 -120 

3500 2441 -1 521 460 473 568 432 368 2821 535 380 422 16 217 682 2252 5073 -2632 

Smears for 1-7-20 to 30-6-21 

!INVOICED I 
Orig % Allee Pre July Jul '20 Aug '20 Sep '20 Oct '20 Nov '20 Dec '20 Jan '21 Feb'21 Mar '21 Apr '21 May '21 Jun'21 Used Rem 

Pegasus 74% 4490 514 544 679 445 400 467 356 185 760 134 4484 6 

SCDHB 9% 415 34 30 25 16 35 28 23 16 20 35 35 43 340 75 

Christchurch PHO 9% 415 5 40 59 51 47 21 34 28 22 8 22 21 24 382 33 

Waitaha Primary Health 8% 280 15 12 10 9 17 11 14 10 18 15 12 17 160 120 

3500 5600 5 603 645 765 517 473 540 421 233 46 72 828 218 5366 234 

RCSP 0 

mears for 1-7-21 to 30-6-22 

!INVOICED 
, 

Orig % Allee Pre July Jul '21 Aug '21 Sep '21 Oct '21 Nov '21 Dec '21 6Mth Tot< Jan '22 Feb '22 Mar '22 Apr '22 May'22 Jun '22 6Mth Tot< Used Rem 

Pegasus 74% 3256 57 102 29 68 256 0 256 3000 

SCDHB 9% 396 42 37 17 96 0 96 300 

Christchurch-Jl H€) --flO/ 396- 21 14 35 0 35 361 --;no 

Waitaha Primary Health 8% 352 13 9 22 0 22 330 

4400 4400 0 133 162 46 68 0 0 409 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 409 3991 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear NCSP Portfolio Managers 

@health.govt.nz 
Thursday, 23 September 2021 3:08 p.m. 

@health.govt.nz 
@health.govt.nz 

Free and accessible screening services - send your plan by 8 October 
Free and Accessible Screening Services - Reporting template.docx 

In the recent variation DHBs were provided with funding for cervical screening initiatives to reduce the backlog in 
Maori and Pacific women who delayed screening after the COVID backlog. 

A reminder that the NCSP needs to approve the plan on how the DHB plans to utilise the funding provided. A one 
pager with your planned activities - and the budget - is needed. 

The plan was due at the end of August, but due to COVID disruptions, we would appreciate you sending this 
in 2 weeks by Friday 8 October 2021, 

As I am leaving this role very shortly, please send this to @health.govt.nz . 

Thereafter, reporting is due with the usual NCSP reporting 

• January - June reports are due on 31 July each year. 
• July - Dec reports are due 31 January each year 

Until the new portfolio manager is appointed, any future questions you have related to the NCSP contract should be 
directed to @health.govt.nz 

National Cervical Screening Programme 
Ministry of Health 
DOI :  
Mobile:  

******** ********************* *********************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 
*** *********** ********* ***** *********** ** ********* **** ********* ****** ******* 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared by the Ministry of Health's Content and 
Virus Filtering Gateway 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 

@health.govt.nz> 
Wednesday, 25 August 2021 1 :04 p.m. 

To: Gill Fowler 
Subject: RE: SIGNED 338157-09 - CDHB NCSP variation [EXTERNAL SENDER] 

OK, noted.  

From: Gill Fowler <Gill.Fowler@cdhb.health.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, 24 August 2021 4:48 pm 
To: @health.govt.nz> 
Cc: NSU Business <NSUBusiness@health.govt.nz>; Ralph Lasalle <Ralph.Lasalle@cdhb.health.nz>; Contracts 

<Contracts@cdhb.health .nz> 
Subject: RE: SIGNED 338157-09 - CDHB NCSP variation [EXTERNAL SENDER] 

Hi  
We are currently working through the NCSP contracting process. I have to flag that we will not be able to meet the 
due date of 'by 31 August 2021' for submission of the Free and Accessible Cervical Screening Services plan. The 

Schedule allows for up to 2 months from commencement, when the contracting is completed, I'll contact you so 

that we can confirm a revised due date. 
Cheers 
Gill 

Gill Fowler 
Service Development Manager Secondary Care 
Planning & Funding - Canterbury & West Coast District Health Boards 

DOI:  
Internal: 62157 
Work days: Monday - Thursday 

From: @health .govt.nz] 

Sent: Friday, 20 August 2021 8:44 a.m. 
To: Contracts <Contracts@cdhb.health.nz> 
Cc: Gill Fowler <Gill.Fowler@cdhb.health.nz>; NSU Business <NSUBusiness@health.govt.nz> 
Subject: SIGNED 338157-09 - CDHB NCSP variation [EXTERNAL SENDER] 

Counter-signed agreement for CDHB attached . 

\From:  On Behalf Of Contracts 

Sent: Thursday, 19 August 202112:47 pm 
To: @health.govt.nz> 
Cc: Gill Fowler <Gill.Fowler@cdhb.health.nz> 
Subject: SIGNED - 338157-09 - National Cervical Screening Programme 

HI  

Please find attached signed revenue agreement for countersigning. 

Kind regards 
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Contracts Coordinator 

Canterbury and West Coast District Health Board 
Planning and Funding 
Level 2, 32 Oxford Terrace 
PO Box 1600 
Christchurch 8140 
~: Ext: 62194 DD: @cdhb.health.nz 

******************************************************************************************** 
This email may contain privileged and confidential information, including health information protected by the Health 
Information Privacy Code and the Privacy Act. It is intended solely for the intended recipient(s) . Any unauthorized 
use, redistribution, disclosure, or reproduction of this email and/or its attachments is strictly prohibited and may be 
unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete the original 
message, including attachments, from your system. Any views or opinions expressed in this email are those of the 
individual sender, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Canterbury District Health Board unless otherwise 
stated. 

**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain info1mation that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 
**************************************************************************** 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and clearnd by the Ministry of Health's 
Content and Virus Filtering Gateway 

**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege . 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 
**************************************************************************** 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared by the Ministry of Health's Content and 
Virus Filtering Gateway 
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Note: 

Free and Accessible Screening Services 
six-monthly reporting template 

Reporting Template 

January - June reports are due on 31 July each year. 
July - December reports are due on 31 January each year 

Free and Accessible Cervical Screening Services 

DHB 

Reporting Period 

In the last six months, outline what you have done to deliver free and accessible cervical screening 
directed towards eligible Maori and Pacific people. Describe activities and involvement of Maori, iwi and 
Pacific health providers and PHOs, where applicable: 

Provide a summary of progress against the goals of the screening initiative(s) outlined in the plan agreed 
with the NCSP: 
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Outline the following activities and outcomes: 

Maori 

Backlog1 (as at Total number of Total number of 
December 2020) participants screened participants screened 

(1st reporting period) (2"d reporting period) 

Pacific 

Backlog (as at Total number of Total number of 
December 2020) participants screened participants screened 

(1st reporting period) (2"d reporting period) 

Non-Maori, non-Pacific 

Total number of Total number of 
participants screened participants screened 
(1st reporting period) (2"d reporting period) 

1 Backlog is defined as the difference in screening (cytology) volumes in December 2020 compared to screening (cytology) volumes 
in December 2019 . 
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Outline your DHB's coverage2 of eligible Maori and Pacific people at the end of the six-month period . 
Please state the source and the month: 

Coverage (as at December Coverage (most recent Coverage (most recent 
2020) monthly coverage for the 151 monthly coverage for the 2nd 

reporting period) reporting period) 

Maori Pacific Maori Pacific Maori Pacific 

Financial Statement 

NB this template can be adapted 

Budget Actual expenditure (2"d 
reporting period) 

Eg Salaries/wages, clinic set-up 
expenses, other expenses 

Total 

Do you have any other comments to make? 

Only complete for the final reporting period (2nd reporting period). 

For the final reporting period, provide detail on how the initiative(s) went, what worked and what didn't 
work, and lessons learnt. 

2 DHB coverage determined by the National Cervical Screening Programme Coverage Report app 
 9(2)(a)
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 

@health.govt.nz> 
Wednesday, 4 August 2021 9:46 a.m. 

To: Gill Fowler 
Subject: RE: June 2021 quarterly coverage reports published[EXTERNAL SENDER] 

Hi Gill 

Yes screening numbers went up as a result of , but dropped back to normal after a couple of months. This 
could well have contributed to improved coverage data for women screened in the last 3 years. 

 

From: Gill Fowler <Gill.Fowler@cdhb.health.nz> 
Sent: Wednesday, 4 August 2021 9:27 am 
To: @health.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: June 2021 quarterly coverage reports published[EXTERNAL SENDER] 

Hi  
The Canterbury CDHB June data {interactive data on Shiny) went up and looks like other DHBs too. Do you have any 
feel that this might be due to the publicity from  case? 

nga mihi 

Gill 

Gill Fowler 
Service Development Manager 
Canterbury & West Coast DHBs Planning & Funding 
Ph:  Ext: 62157 
Work Days: Monday - Thursday 

From: @health.govt.nz> 
Sent: Wednesday, 4 August 20218:47 a.m. 
To: NSU - NCSP - Regional Coordinators@health.govt.nz; NSU - NCSP - Register coordinators@health.govt.nz; 
NSU - NCSP - DHB Portfolio Managers@health.govt.nz; NSU - Screening Support Services@health.govt.nz 
Subject: June 2021 quarterly coverage reports published[EXTERNAL SENDER] 

Morena koutou, 

The June 2021 NCSP quarterly reports are published online: https://www.nsu.govt.nz/health-professionals/national­
cervical-screening-programme/cervical-screening-coverage/dhb-quarte-35 

Nga mihi 

Quality Monitoring Performance and Reporting Leader 
National Screening Unit, Screening Insights and Analytics 
Population Health and Prevention 

1 

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



Manatli Hauora - Ministry of Health 
Waea:  I im!(ra: @health.qovt.nz 
Zoom:  
Mate ta iao, kia whaka akari tou orang,_e _________________ _ 

MINl\ l ll\ Il l 

1111\ITll 

**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege . 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 
**************************************************************************** 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared by the Ministry of Health's Content and 
Virus Filtering Gateway 

**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 
**************************************************************************** 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared by the Ministry of Health's Content and 
Virus Filtering Gateway 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 

@health.govt.nz> 
Monday, 19 July 2021 9:41 a.m. 

To: Gill Fowler 
Subject: RE: cervical screening coverage rates for June?[EXTERNAL SENDER] 

The monthly data is always available earlier on the interactive (shinyapp) coverage data tool. 

(under coverage on the NSU website) "You can now access NCSP Coverage data and reports using our 
interactive coverage data tool. " 

However, I see that May 2021 is the latest. 

I don't know when this will be available. You could check at the end of the week. 

 

From: Gill Fowler <Gill.Fowler@cdhb.health.nz> 
Sent: Monday, 19 July 2021 9:31 am 
To: @health.govt.nz> 
Subject: cervical screening coverage rates for June? 

Hi  
Are the cervical screening coverage rates for June available yet? 
Many thanks 

nga mihi 

Gill 

Gill Fowler 
Service Development Manager 
Canterbury & West Coast DHBs Planning & Funding 
Ph:  
Work Days: Monday - Thursday 

******************************************************************************************** 
This email may contain privileged and confidential information, including health information protected by the Health 
Information Privacy Code and the Privacy Act. It is intended solely for the intended recipient(s) . Any unauthorized 
use, redistribution, disclosure, or reproduction of this email and/or its attachments is strictly prohibited and may be 
unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete the original 
message, including attachments, from your system. Any views or opinions expressed in this email are those of the 
individual sender, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Canterbury District Health Board unless otherwise 
stated . 
**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

@health.govt.nz> 
Friday, 4 June 2021 5:27 p.m. 
Gill Fowler 
DRAFT NCSP Variations for your review (CDHB and WCDHB) - feedback by 18 June 
DRAFT Canterbury 338157-09.pdf; DRAFT West Coast 338274_09.pdf 

Please find attached draft variations for your review for CDHB and WCDHB, before final versions are sent for signing. 

Please provide any feedback or clarification discussion points by Friday 18 June 2021 at the latest. 

The variation is for two years, from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2023 . 

The programme has secured additional government funding in Budget 21 to support the ongoing delivery of 
colposcopy services. In addition the programme has secured additional one off funding to support areas significantly 
impacted as a result as a result of Level 3-4 alert responses to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Unfortunately, we were not able to allocate COVID recovery funding to West Coast DHB, as our data identified no 
backlog in screening, 

Note - Your DHB provides a regional NCSP service, and the one-off COVID recovery funding has been provided 
to SCDHB. We have asked them to contact you to discuss management of the funding (due to their size it is not 
significant) - they may also consider managing it on their own. 

The key changes in the variation are as follows: 
1. A significant increase in colposcopy funding 
2. New one-off funding for free and accessible cervical screening, to be directed towards Maori and Pacific 

women. 

Further detail is provided in the table below. 

Area Key changes Comment 

New one-off A new schedule C6 with After the COVID-19 lockdown(s) Maori and Pacific 

funding one off funding in 21/22 were slower to return to screening. 

for 'free and accessible 

screening' initiatives. This is funding to support screening recovery 

directed towards Maori and Pacific women. 

The funding is one-off for one year. 

Colposcopy A significant increase in Over time the contract price for colposcopy has 

the unit price for reduced. 

colposcopy services. This increase will take the unit price up to just 

below the National Cost Collection and Pricing 

Programme (NCCP) price. 

This variation clarifies that The current colposcopy contract identifies that 
DHB colposcopy funding histology is funded as part of colposcopy services. 
includes the costs 

associated with all 

1 
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diagnostic testing for 

colposcopy services. 

 
National Cervical Screening Programme 

This variation clarifies that IJHB colposcopy 

funding includes the costs associated with all 

colposcopy laboratory diagnostic testing. 

National Screening Unit, Population Health and Prevention 
Ministry of Health 

@health .govt.nz 
  

**************************************************************************** 
Statement of confidentiality: This e-mail message and any accompanying 
attachments may contain information that is IN-CONFIDENCE and subject to 
legal privilege. 
If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, use, disseminate, 
distribute or copy this message or attachments. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and delete this message. 
***************************************************************'************* 

This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared by the Ministry of Health's Content and 
Virus Filtering Gateway 
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Gill Fowler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear DHB Portfolio Manager 

@health.govt.nz> 
Tuesday, 27 April 2021 3:56 p.m. 
Robyn Blue 
NCSP variation to be issued for free and accessible screening for Maori and Pacific 
women[EXTERNAL SENDER] 

** Please share this information with your GM Planning & Funding, and another relevant members of the team, as 
appropriate** 

This email is to advise you that funding will shortly be sent to the DHB by way of a contract variation for 'free and 
accessible cervical screening for Maori and Pacific women' . 

Background 

After the COVID-19 lockdown last year, Maori and Pacific women were slow to get back into screening. 

The NCSP has been successful in securing funding to prioritise screening initiatives for Maori and Pacific women. 

This is one-off funding for one year to implement specific initiatives to support equitable cervical screening recovery 
in Maori and Pacific women. 

Funding is being distributed to DHBs based on analysis of the number of Maori and Pacific women to be screened to 
return to pre-COVID levels. 

Where DHBs are responsible for regional NCSP services, similar to the other funding you receive for regional NCSP 
services, funding for initiatives in the DHBs you are responsible for will be included in this variation . It is expected 
you will involve them in decisions on implementation. 

The current contract does not support the distribution of one-off funding, and so a separate variation needed to be 
issued to ensure funding distribution in the 20/21 year. 

Assistance is expediting the signing of this variation 

We expect you will receive this one-off funding variation in early May. 

Please note, when this variation is received it is important that you work to ensure it is signed as soon as possible. 
This is because_the generic NCSP variation (which we expect to issue in late May/ early June) can not be issued until 
this variation is signed. 

Therefore, your assistance in expediting the signing of the variation is appreciated. 

National Cervical Screening Programme 
National Screening Unit, Population Health and Prevention 
Ministry of Health 

@health .govt.nz 
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