CORPORATE OFFICE

Level 1
32 Oxford Terrace Telephone: 0064 3 364 4134
Christchurch Central Kathleen.Smitheram@cdhb.health.nz;

CHRISTCHURCH 8011

19 October 2021

RE Official Information Act request CDHB 10711

| refer to your email dated 14 September 2021 requesting the following information under the Official
Information Act from Canterbury DHB regarding records relating to the impact of Covid-19 lockdowns
and restrictions on cervical cancer screenings and treatments Specifically:

1. Anyreports, ministerial briefings, internal or external emails or work looking at the effect of last
year’s Covid-19 lockdown disruption on cervical cancer treatments and screenings/smears.

Please find attached records as requested related to the 2020 COVID lockdown (Appendix 1) - these
include email correspondence and briefings, updates and guidelines from the National Screening Unit
(NSU). Cervical screening smear test volumes are reported directly to the NSU national data collections
and published monthly on the NSU website.

2. Any data, reports, ministerial briefings and internal or external emails estimating or discussing the
number of cervical cancer smears that have been or are expected to be missed due to the August
2021 lockdown.

The attached records (Appendix 2) include a spreadsheet of volumes showing the reduction in
primary care claims for smears during and following the 2021 COVID lockdown.

We have redacted information in the Appendices pursuant to section 9(2)(a) of the Official Information
Acti.e. “...to protect the privacy of natural persons, including those deceased”.

We are also aware that the Ministry of Health has received a similar request and that the Ministry will
be responding with any information they hold.

| trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter.
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold

information by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a complaint is available at
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; or Freephone 0800 802 602.



mailto:Kathleen.Smitheram@cdhb.health.nz
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/

Please note, this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the Canterbury
DHB website after your receipt of this response.

Yours sincerely

Tracey Maisey
Executive Director
Planning, Funding & Decision Support
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