
 

 

 

CORPORATE OFFICE 
Level 1  

32 Oxford Terrace Telephone:  0064 3 364 4134 

Christchurch Central                    Kathleen.Smitheram@cdhb.health.nz;  

CHRISTCHURCH 8011                  

 

 
8 September 2021 
 

RE Official Information Act request CDHB 10677 
 
I refer to your email dated 2 August 2021 requesting the following information under the Official 
Information Act from Canterbury DHB (CDHB) regarding policies and practices, if any, regarding 
admitting children in care to hospital. Clarified as, by ‘care’ I mean state care of any kind. Specifically: 
 
1. What is the DHB’s policy regarding children in care being  

a. admitted to hospital and  
b. admitted to hospital in lieu of a care placement? 

 
 

There is no specific policy related to children in care. The Canterbury DHB Child abuse and Neglect policy 
provides guidance for staff for all children (regardless of status with Oranga Tamariki) presenting to 
Canterbury DHB facilities with care and protection concerns. Please find attached as Appendix 1.  

 
 

2. Are children in care admitted to hospitals if placements cannot be found? 
 
Children are admitted to hospital if they have a medical or injury concern requiring assessment and 
treatment. The assessment process includes ensuring the safety of a child – a child would not be 
discharged if there were concerns regarding their safety and in that instance, staff would engage with 
Oranga Tamariki as per the Memorandum of Understanding (2011) between Oranga Tamariki, NZ Police 
and Canterbury DHB.   If there were no health concerns prompting presentation to hospital, a child in 
the care of Oranga Tamariki would not be admitted solely because Oranga Tamariki were unable to 
secure a placement.  
 

9(2)(a)
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3. How many children in care are currently in hospital in the DHB? 
4. Are there any children in care currently in hospital in the DHB? 
5. Please provide figures for the past 5 years showing the number of children in care admitted to a 

DHB hospital, length of stay and reason for being admitted to hospital. 
 
We do not hold the requested information in an easily retrievable electronic system. This information is 
held within individual patient clinical files and it would entail a substantial amount of time and resource 
to provide the information requested.  We are therefore declining a response to these three questions 
pursuant to section 18(f) of the Official Information Act. Please note: The numbers of children ‘in care’ 
in our facilities at any given time would be very small, we would decline to provide any information 
about these children pursuant to section 9(2)(a) of the Act to protect their privacy. 
  
You may, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act, seek a review of our decision to withhold 
information by the Ombudsman.  Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz; or Freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the 
Canterbury DHB website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Tracey Maisey 
Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 
 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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