
 

 

CORPORATE OFFICE 
Level 1  
32 Oxford Terrace Telephone:  0064 3 364 4160 
Christchurch Central        Fax:  0064 3 364 4165 
CHRISTCHURCH 8011       carolyn.gullery@cdhb.health.nz 

 

 
11 December 2019 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
RE Official Information Act request CDHB 10223 
 
I refer to your email dated 8 November 2019 requesting the following information under the Official 
Information Act from Canterbury DHB.    
  

1. Correspondence sent and received by the official responsible for ordering vaccines, about the need 

for more measles vaccines. (The information should include, but not be limited to, correspondence 

from primary health organisations asking for more vaccines/checking availability, internal reports 

about vaccine stocks, and warnings about what will happen if more vaccines are not provided.)  

Please provide this information in a searchable format and include all email attachments.  

The timeframe of my request is May 16 (the date CDHB declared the outbreak over: 

https://www.cdhb.health.nz/public-health-alert/canterbury-measles-outbreak-declared-officially-

over/) and today's date (8/11/2019). 

Canterbury DHB received communication from the Ministry of Health in September 2019 regards the 
measles outbreak in Auckland, and the restrictions placed on MMR vaccinations.   A copy of this is 
attached.  This allocation gave the DHB enough vaccine to vaccinate the priority groups as signalled by 
the Ministry of Health.   
 
This information was shared with general practice, and a process was put in place to work with general 
practice teams around the monitoring and distribution for the MMR vaccine.   At no stage has the 
Canterbury DHB received any formal request or communication from PHOs or general practice around 
the need for more vaccines (other than the process around stock orders).  Neither have we written any 
reports around what would happen if more vaccines are not provided.  
 
Canterbury DHB understood the position that the Ministry of Health was in and supported the allocation 
of limited vaccine to the most at need/vulnerable populations.  
 
Please refer to the appendices (overleaf) for key information we received from the MoH and the 
messages we sent to general practice in Canterbury.  
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Appendix 1 (page 001) Community and Public Health MMR Vaccine Supply Update 
Appendix 2 (page 002)  Information for DHB Key contacts for the management of MMR vaccine stocks 
Appendix 3 (page 007) Community and Public Health MMR Vaccine Supplies and Priority Groups 
Appendix 4 (page 008) National Health Coordination Centre measles outbreak update for primary 

sector. 
Appendix 5 (page 010)  Update on vaccine allocation.  
 
 
Canterbury DHB does not hold any further information that is pertinent to your request.  
 
I trust that this satisfies your interest in this matter. 
 
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the 
Canterbury DHB website after your receipt of this response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Carolyn Gullery 
Executive Director 
Planning, Funding & Decision Support 

 



310 Manchester Street, PO Box 1475 
Christchurch 
Phone (03) 3799480,  Fax (03) 
3796484 
Internet:  http://www.cpublichealth.co.nz

Community and Public Health 
Canterbury, South Canterbury, West 

Coast 

Elizabeth  Street, Ashburton 
18 Woollcombe Street, Timaru 
3 Tarapuhi Street, Greymouth 

COMMUNITY AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

To Canterbury General Practitioners and Practice Nurses 

20 September  2019                                Fax 03 3796484 

MMR Vaccine Supply Update 

As per the message sent out to you on the 17 September, Pharmac have secured and released MMR 
vaccine for general practice. A bulk lot of vaccine was delivered yesterday, and a further fortnightly 
allocation will be made to each DHB. 

For areas outside Auckland vaccine will be supplied to vaccinate the following priority groups: 

 To ensure all children receive their vaccinations on time at 15 months and 4 years to maintain the national
Childhood Immunisation Schedule.  Any child aged 5 years or under and overdue their MMR should be
actively recalled.

 susceptible close contacts within 72 hours of first exposure to measles when possible (only on the advice of
your public health unit).

DHB Vaccine in practices (as 
of 16 September) 

Bulk vaccine allocated 
(doses) 

Fortnightly allocation 
(doses) 

Canterbury 1821 1050 140 

    

Vaccine Demand Modelling 
There is currently only enough vaccine coming into our DHBs to maintain the Childhood schedule.  To 
ensure that vaccine is allocated to practices accurately we have undertaken a modelling process.  This has 
considered the following: 

 Practice stock level as of the 16 September

 The size of each practice’s enrolled population of 1-4 year olds.

 In Canterbury, the vaccinations each practice gave to this age group in the outbreak earlier this year (a large
number of children were vaccinated early during this outbreak).

 Using this figure we have made an estimate for each practice’s total vaccine supply requirements between
the 16 September and 30 December 2019 (14 weeks).

For some practices, this means that the vaccine you currently have in stock should carry you over until the 
end of December.  Other practices require additional stock.    We notified ProPharma of the practices who 
need additional stock yesterday and this should be arriving from today.  We hope to ensure all practices 
have enough stock to manage until the 30th December.   We will have the ability to restock on a fortnightly 
basis. 

Reporting and continued ordering 
The Ministry of Health is requiring DHBs to report on vaccine stocks in their general practices.  In order for 
us to do that we require you to advise us of your MMR stock level by 12noon each Monday – please email 
these to 

 Canterbury - @cdhb.health.nz



We will use this information, and the vaccine administration information from the National Immunisation 
Register, to determine each practice’s additional vaccine requirements.   
Please direct any questions around this to @cdhb.health.nz or contact your local Immunisation 
Coordinator. 

Dr Ramon Pink, Medical Officer of Health 
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310 Manchester Street, PO Box 1475  
Christchurch 
Phone (03) 3799480,  Fax (03) 3796484  
Internet:  http://www.cpublichealth.co.nz

Community and Public Health 
Canterbury, South Canterbury, West 

Coast 

Elizabeth  Street, Ashburton 
18 Woollcombe Street, Timaru 
3 Tarapuhi Street, Greymouth 

COMMUNITY AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

To Canterbury General Practitioners and Practice Nurses 

17 September  2019                                Fax 03 3796484 

MMR VACCINE SUPPLIES AND PRIORITY GROUPS 

The current measles outbreak has created pressure across the health system, particularly in 

Auckland, and we thank you for your continuing work to protect the health of New Zealanders. 

 Over the past two weeks, the Ministry of Health, PHARMAC and DHBs have managed 

distribution to ensure that MMR vaccine is available to meet priorities. To assist with this process, 

each DHB has been asked to nominate a single point of contact for stock management. The 

contact for the Canterbury DHB is working with  of Planning and Funding.  

She will keep working closely with regional distributors, PHOs and practices to manage the 

distribution of stock over the coming weeks, to ensure that vaccine stock is going to where it is 

needed most.  

The Ministry reiterates the focus on priority groups (detailed below), to help continue the careful 

management of vaccine stock. We ask that general practice and PHOs reserve vaccine for these 

priority groups.  

The priority for MMR vaccinations is: 

New Zealand (except Auckland) 

 ensure all children receive their vaccinations on time at 15 months and 4 years to

maintain the national Childhood Immunisation Schedule 

 susceptible close contacts within 72 hours of first exposure to measles when possible (only

on the advice of your public health unit). 

Auckland  

 ensure all children receive their MMR vaccinations on time at 12 months and 4 years to

maintain the national Childhood Immunisation Schedule 

 targeted community outreach managed by the three Auckland DHBs, namely groups who

are most affected by the outbreak including 15-29 year olds and Pacific peoples within 

those groups.  

You can help to ensure that MMR vaccine is used to protect the most vulnerable 

populations by only vaccinating people from the groups listed above.  

Non-priority groups  
For patients booked-in to receive MMR or those are eligible but don’t meet the above priorities, 

we recommend that practices include them on a recall list for when vaccine stock is sufficient.  

It’s very important for all of the population to be protected and we don’t want to lose the 

opportunity to offer MMR to all who are eligible when we can. When stocks are secure, general 

practices should be offering two documented doses of MMR vaccine to those who need it at no 

cost, as per the New Zealand Pharmaceutical Schedule. 

Dr Ramon Pink 
 Medical Officer of Health 
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